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COMMENTS:

I have never really understood the need for GROUP-USAGE NATIONAL groups, when a redefines of an alphanumeric group as an elementary national item would SEEM  to me to do the exact same thing – and do it in a manner that existing COBOL programmers would expect.  Nevertheless, the committees have pursued and promoted this new “feature” and (as far as I can understand) this is supposed to provide “better integrity” than using an alphanumeric item (which is true) and be more “intuitive” than redefining the group item as an elementary national item (which I seem to dense to understand).

Given my (limited) understanding of what the intent is of this feature, it seems to me that the exact same rule that appears as SR3b for the code-set clause (on page 274, under “13.16.15 CODE-SET clause”) should be added to this clause – and for the exact same reason.  In other words, if any elementary item under a GROUP-USAGE NATIONAL clause is numeric, then it should only be allowed when it also specifies the “sign is separate” clause. Without such a restriction, you may have “embedded” signs associated with elementary numeric items which would change such character positions from “valid” national characters to questionable or invalid national characters.

RECOMMENDED CHANGE:

Expand the 2nd sentence of SR3 of “13.16.30 GROUP-USAGE clause” on page 297 to be the following two sentences, (wording taken from the code-set clause)

Old sentence:


“All elementary items subordinate to the subject of the entry shall be explicitly or implicitly described as usage national.”

New two sentences:


“All elementary items subordinate to the subject of the entry shall be explicitly or implicitly described as usage national. Any signed numeric data items shall be described with the SIGN IS SEPARATE clause.”

